To:  Egidi,  Philip[Egidi. Philip@epa.gov] 

From:  Graham,  Richard 

Sent:  Wed  8/12/2015  4:58:21  PM 

Subject:  RE:  URGENT : We  need  to  develop  a list  by  the  end  of  this  week 


http://www.cbsnews.com/news/spill-sheds-light-on-legacy-of-abandoned-mines-out-west/ 


From:  Egidi,  Philip 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  10:57  AM 
To:  Graham,  Richard 

Subject:  FW:  URGENT:  We  need  to  develop  a list  by  the  end  of  this  week 

Importance:  High 


Richard, 

Do  you  think  in  the  heat  of  this  moment  that  it  would  be  useful  to  ask  about  sampling  for  rads  at 
these  mine  sites  in  addition  to  metals? 

I assume  that  Jim  et  al  will  have  a list  of  Colorado  hard  rock  mines/tunnels  that  have  had  issues 
in  R8. 

PVE 


Philip  Egidi 

Environmental  Scientist 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
Radiation  Protection  Division 
Washington,  DC 
(202)  343-9186  (work) 

(970)  209-2885  (Cell) 

“The  health  of  the  people  is  the  highest  law.” 

Cicero  (106  - 43  BC) 
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From:  Mahmud,  Shahid 

Sent:  Wednesday,  August  12,  2015  12:36  PM 

To:  Adams,  Bill;  Biggs,  Kirby;  Carr,  Loften;  Casanova,  Rafael;  Doolan,  Mark;  Gunter,  Jason; 
Hanley,  Jim;  Hathaway,  Ed;  Hillenbrand,  John;  Hoogerheide,  Roger;  Jackson,  Brad;  Jenkins, 
Joy;  Mahmud,  Shahid;  Mahoney,  Michael;  Marcy,  Ken;  Moreen,  Ed;  Price,  Lisa;  Progess, 
Christina;  Purcell,  Mark;  Riley,  Gary;  Root,  Charlie;  Sparks,  Sara;  Teichert,  Candice;  Tomten, 
Dave;  Adams,  Bill;  Autrey,  Brad;  Aycock,  Jim;  Baumgarten,  Gary;  Bless,  Diana;  Butler,  Barbara; 
Carr,  Loften;  Chadwick,  Dan;  Cherepy,  Andrea;  Conway,  Bette;  Cozza,  Daniel;  Cruz,  Francisco; 
Desai,  Sheila;  Deschambault,  Lynda;  Devito,  Steve;  DiCosmo,  Nefertiti;  Dixon,  Douglas; 

Doolan,  Mark;  Forren,  John;  Forrest,  Sabrina;  Geselbracht,  Jeanne;  Godsey,  Cindi;  Goodrick, 
John;  Grandinetti,  Cami;  Hanley,  Jim;  Hardy,  Michael;  Hathaway,  Ed;  Hillenbrand,  John;  Hood, 
Lynne;  Housman,  Van;  Hudiburgh,  Gary;  Jackson,  Brad;  Jenkins,  Joy;  Jessop,  Carter;  Byrne, 
Jim;  Johnson,  Brent;  Long,  Larry;  Lavaty,  Ann;  Lazorchak,  Jim;  Lensink,  Andy;  Lesser,  Ben; 
Ellis,  Lisa;  Low,  Seth;  Mahmud,  Shahid;  Mahoney,  Michele;  Manoyan,  Simon;  Marcy,  Ken; 
Mayer,  Kevin;  Miller,  Anna;  Egidi,  Philip;  Progess,  Christina;  Purcell,  Mark;  Riley,  Gary;  Root, 
Charlie;  Roy,  Stephen;  Russell,  Carol;  Teichert,  Candice;  Teitelbaum,  Daniel;  Tiago,  Joseph; 
Tomten,  Dave;  Watt,  Jamey;  Wilkening,  Matt 

Subject:  Fw:  URGENT:  We  need  to  develop  a list  by  the  end  of  this  week 
Importance:  High 


Folks, 


I am  working  at  the  Emergency  Operations  Center  related  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill. 
As  you  know,  Gina  McCarthy  is  in  Colorado  and  meeting  with  three  attorney  generals. 
Jim  Woolford  is  going  to  have  a call  with  the  Division  Directors  and  will  be  sending  out 
an  email  stating  the  following: 


While  we  continue  to  investigate  the  root  causes  of  last  week’s  release  of  mining  waste 
at  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  Colorado,  we  are  instructing  our  Regions  to  immediately  cease 
any  field  investigation  work  at  mines  including  tailings  facilities.  We  are  conducting  an 
investigation  of  the  factors  that  led  to  last  week’s  incident.  Based  on  the  lessons 
learned  from  that  investigation,  we  will  determine  what  guidance  may  be  necessary  to 
avoid  similar  incidents  at  other  sites.  While  we  stand  down  on  existing  field 
investigations  and  assessments  at  these  mining  sites,  we  also  are  instructing  our 
Regions  to  identify  existing  sites  with  similarities  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  site  to  identify 
any  immediate  threats  and  appropriate  response  actions. 
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In  the  meantime  the  NMT  has  been  tasked  to  come  up  with  an  inventory  of  sites  that 
have  ongoing  or  future  assessments  with  features  containing  fluids  (mine  workings, 
tailings  dams,  open  pits,  heap  leaches).  So  we  need  to  develop  a mtrix  of  sites  with  the 
following  fields: 

Site  Name 

Location 

Mine  Features 

Features  containing  water 

Do  the  mine  bearing  features  have: 

Controls  in-place  (plugs,  hydraulic  drawdown) 

No  controls  in  place 
No  hydraulic  issues 

There  may  be  more  information  but  I need  to  jump  on  to  another  call.  Thanks! 


Shahid  Mahmud 
Team  Leader 

EPA  Abandoned  Mine  Lands  Team 
703-603-8789 
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